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At his entrance Rollo had taken off hia
with a low bow.  The sergeant saluted
stood at attention There was & mo-
ment's silenoce in the room, but before Rollo
bad time to speak the Queen Hegent re-
covered her self-possession.  The daughter
of the Bourbons stoud erect  Her long halr
streamed in dark glossy waves over her
shoulders. Her bosom heaved visibly un.
der the thin pink wrapper Anger strug-
with fear in her eves Verily Maria
of Naples' had plenty of courage.
are you.” she criad, “that dares
break in upon the privacy of the
Queen of Spaln?® she orled.  “ Duke,
guard *
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the
Put her husband only shrugged his
shoulders and continued to gase upon the
pair of intruders with a calm exterior
“Your Majesty,” said Rollo, courtecusly.
v resuming when any-
requiring contact with gentlefolk
in the way, *1 am here to inform you
you are in great danger - greater than
for the moment make clear to you
palace Is, as | understand, absolutely
thout defence the town s In the same
It is within our knowledge that &
of two hundred gypsies are on the
march to attack you this night in order to
the chiteau and put w death every
soul within e walls We have ocome,
therefore, with our companions outside to
offer you our best sarvices in your Majesty's
-
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“But,” ortied the Queen Regent, “all this
may very well be, but you have not yet told
me who you are and what you are doing
m'-

*For myself * answerad Rollo, “1 am a
Soottish gentleman, trained from my youth
to the profession of arms Those who
wait without are for the present my com-
rades and companions, whom, with your
Majosty's permission, 1 shall bid to enter
For, to be plain, every moment is of the ut-
most importance, that we may lose no time
in putting the chf\teau into such a state of
defence as is possible, for the attack of the
gypsles may be expected at any moment'”

Rollo stepped to the window to summon
his company, but found them already
assembled on the balcony

It was no time for formal introductions,
yot as each entered, Rollo, like a true herald,
delivered himself of a brief statement of
the position of the individual in the com-
pany. But when La Giralda entered, the
stout walting maid rose with a shriek from
the floor where she had been sitting

*0, my lady.” she cried, “do not trust
these wicked people. They have come
to murder us all  That woman is the very
old goatherdess with whom the Princess
lsabe!l was s0 bewitohed this morning!
I knew some evil would come of such on-

'

“Hush, Susana.” sald her mistress, with
“When you are asked for any
information, be ready to give it Till
then hold your pesce *

Then she turned haughtily back again
to the strangers without vouchsafing a
glance at her husband or the trembling
handmaiden

*1 can well believe,.” she sald, “that you
have come here to do us a service in our
present temporary difficulty, and for that
i I ind you of approved fidelity, you shall
not fall to be rewarded. Meantime, | accept

turned to ‘the tall exquisite who
continued to comb his whiskers by
ohimneyplece. Up till now he had
not spoken a word

Rollo soarcely knew what to reply to this,
and as for the Bergeant he had the hardest
work to keep from bursting into a loud

hg'thq were presently delivered from
their difficulty by the newly nominated

V-h himself
- soene is painful to me,” said Sefior

Munoz, placidly, “it irrita my nerves
1 have a headache |1t I shall retire
and leave there gentlemen to make such

the return of our m.ﬁnm‘“‘-“m oubr-
an

If you

¥

b o to 'h:‘: hin wife
eyes anger at dewertion
angel.” he said, calmiy, *1 advise
sincerely to do the same Retire to
ohamber. Take a httle tisane for
ocooling of the blood, and leave all other
matters to these new friends of ours. | am
sure they appear very honest gentlemen
But as vyou have many litthe valuables
lying about, do not forget to lock your door
as | shall do mine  Adleu, my angel'”
And so from an inconoeivable helght
of dandyism His Exovllency the Duke of
Rianzares would have stooped (o bestow
a good-night salutation on his wife had
not  that v, w«wiftly recovering from
her stupor, suddenly awarded him s re-
sounding box on the ear, which so far dis-
composed the calm of his demeanor that
he took from his pocket a handkerchief
edged with IUE;.I-.M it, and with the
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most inefable ture in the world wiped
the place 1he Jadv's hand had touched
Then with the same ablding calm he  re-
stored the cambric (o his pocket, howed
low 16 the Queen, and lounged majestically
toward the door

Maria Cristina watched him st first with
a haughty srdd  unmoved  conntenance
Her hands clenched themsaives close to
her <ide, as if she wished the blow had been
bestowed with the shut rather than with
the open digits

But as her hushand (for so he really was,
thongh the relatlonship was not acknowl-
edged till many years after and at the feet
of the Holv Father himsell in the Vatican)
approached the door. opened 11 and was

on the point of departing without once
lurmng' roumnd . (ristinae  suddenly  bhroke
Into a hesterionl cry, ran after him, threw
her arms tendorly about his neck, and
burst ot weepitig on his broad bosom

The gentleman without betraying the
least emotion, vatted her tolerantly on

the shoulder ard murmured some words
In her var, at the same time looking over

have al-
ndyp.-tundtothup.ﬂoﬂlocnnb
balpitated, her arme still abous his

interva! when the sergeant

Puri the
and Elh

were looking to their stores
and munitions, lo the
walting mald Susana and inquired of her
the way to the armory, where he expoected
to find store of arms and powder
“1f this young maid will go also, 1 will
oonduct ycml ?ghhu. voung man?® sald
v

Susana, priml

And holding Concha firmly by the hand
ahe took “ﬁ: oandle and led the way

But o lio's surprise they found the
armory wholly sacked All the valuable
guns had been removed by the Ing
The gun racks were torn down

he floor of beaten earth was strewn with
flints of anclent pisces of last century’s
monufacture  The Larrels of bell-mouthed
blunderbusses leaned against the wall,
the stooks, knockad off in mere wantonness,
were piled in corners, and in all the chests
and wall presses there was not An ounce
of powder to be found

‘hile Rollo was searching. Sefor Munoz
appearsd at the door, languid and care
lens as ever He watched the young Soot
opening clwsts and rommaging in lotkers
for & while without speaking. Then he
spoke slowly gnd deliberately

“It strikes.me that when | was an officer
of the bodyguard, it the service of the lato
Fernando t Seventh, my right royal
pamesake, (and in some sort predecessor),
there was another room used for tborrl vate
atores and pieces of the officers  1f | mis-
take not it was entered by that door to the
ﬂ“ﬂ. but the key appears to be wanting'®

e added the t clause as he watched
the frantie efforts of Rollo, who had im-
mediately thrown himself upon the panels,
while the Seflor was in the act of r-.llln,
out his long<irawn Castilian elegancies o
utterance

“Hither Cardono.” erled Rollo. *Open
me this door! Quick, sergeant'®

“Have a care.” crind the Duke, “there
s powder inside'"

Km Rollo, now keen on the scent of
weapons of defence, would not admit s
moment's delay, and the ser t, inwert-
ing his curiously crooked blade, opened
that door as esasily as he had done the French
window

Munoz stepped forward with some small
show of and glanced within

“Yeu,” he maid, “the officers’ arms are
there, and a liberal allowance of powder *

“They are mostly sporting rifles,” sald
Rollo, looking them over, “but there is
certainly plenty of wder and ball ©

“And what kills ibex and bouquetin ou
the Slerras.” drawled Munoz, “will surely
do as much for & mountain ({lr if, as
vou said just now, the range is likely 10 be
a short one *

lo his

Rollo began somewhat to
opinfon about the hushand of the Queen
At first he had seemed both dandy and
coward, a comblnation which Rollo held
in the utmost contempt  But when Rollo
had onoe seen him handle & mh-lmn
to Mnmwmlurw&nd h-
rAres
“Can vou tell us, from vour military
experience.” Rollo asked, “which s the
most sasily vulnerable of this palace?*

“It s easlly vulnerable in every part.”
answered Munoz, carelessly snapplng the
lock of a rifie n and again.

“Nay, but b good enough to listen,”
cried Rollo, with some heat, “there are
women children here You do not

whom they are led You do not know
the oaths of desth and torture they have
sworn- .

“By whom am they led’” sald Munoz
still playing carelessly with the rifle “f
thought such fellows were mere savages,
and might be alaughtered like sheep *

*Perhaps—at any rate they are led by
vyour own daughter'® said hrkﬂg.
growing nett at the parvenu grandee's
seeming indifference

“My daughter'™ orled Munor, losin
fn & moment his bright complexion an
becoming of a slaty lor “My daughter,
that mad imp of hell--who thrice has tried
to te me'"

And as he e he let the
{lh'hﬂw' at his feet. Then

t

“Who has told this le’" he exclaimed
with a kind of indignation

“A man who doss not make mistakes -
or tell les-Sergt. Cardono!” sald Rollo
“He has both ssen and spoken to her! She
has sworn to attack the palace to-night

“Then | as good as dead almmady
!umm go directly to my wife!® answered

unoz

But Rollo stepped befors him

*Not without «rrr_vln. an armful of these
to where they will be of use.” he sald, polnt-

Erege
v rmed to the large lighted room,
where he had left Mortimer Etienne and
El Sarria on guard Concha and the walt-
ing maid seconded their efforts by bringing
store of pistols and ammunition

On their way they passed through a hall
which by day seemed to be lighted only
from the roof. Rollo bade thern deposit
the arms there and bring the other candies
and lamps= to that place

“Every yment that lght s to he seen
Al AnD outs window 1o our danger.”
he said, and Concha ran at his bidding

Before she had time to return, howaver,
the Quoon Regent came in with ber usual dig
nity, the three serving men following her

With characteristie wwiftness of  de.
elslon Rotlo made up his mind that the
bewt plan for the defence of the palace
would be to place his scanty foroes alon,
the various jutting baleonies of the sscond
floor, oa Iy darkening all the rooms in
their rear so that till the moment of the
attack itself the assailants would have no
idea that they were sxpected

While Rollo was thus cogitating Concha
came softly to his side, appearing out of
the gloom with a sudde & that startled
the young man

“I have pulled up the ladder by which
we ascended and latd 1t aoross the baleony *
she said. “was that ht **

“You alone* eried Rollo, In astonishment

She nodded brightly

“Certainly .~ answersd . “women are
not all so great weaklings as you think them
—mnor vot such fools'*

“Indeed, vou have more sense than 1.°
Rollo  responded, .lm»m"\ﬁ o ht o
have rememberad that bLefore "‘K"_ '™
vou know, [ have had many things to think
ol

“1 am glad.” she sald more quietly and
submissively than ever In her life, "that
even in so small & matter 1 am permitted
to think a Hitle for you *

There was no one in the alcove where

fall upon
ml -

her head at the men of the company with |

a sort of half-comic apology

*0 Fornando' Forgive mw'™ she eried
*life of my life the devil must have pos
sommod me
that did the deed  Give me a knife, good
people to strike the best and handsomest

0, it was wicked- eruel, diabolical'™

Whatever may lave Leen the moral
qualitias of the roval blow, Rolio felt that
in their present circunstances time enough
had been given s comeideration s he
interposed

“Your Majesty, the gvpstos may be upon
us at any moment 1t sould be as well i

you woukl

Concha found him The Queen Regent
had disappwarsd to her suite of rooms,
and thither, after a thme, Setor Munoz had
followed her  The rest were at that mo-

[ ment lwing placed in their vardous posts by

|
|

I will et off the wicked hand |

|

)

summon all the sorvants of the | _

the sergeant according to Rollo s directions

Sabe stooped quickly and kissed Conchas
upon the mouth  She utterad a little ory and
stoppesd back Indignantly into the Hghted
room whers spare muskets were plied

But agnin Rollo was befors her 11 he had
attemptend o make love she would have
scathed him with the soundest indignaton
based on considerations of time, place and
personality

Byt the young Seot gave her ne time
In & moment he had agaln beocome her
superior offioes

‘l‘uc;mm.'umm.nw

know the gypsies. You do not know by |

| climbir

Rollo
no time for lo , and to do the young
man justice he not any idea
s0 conorete with the kiss he had given to
Concha

o and h'::. hpmmwa"b:
company ox

hnddn-nv»mohdﬂnrbhulfoolhhly
forgotten et in spite of the fact that he
WRA & ) man, and by no means adverse
1o love was 80 clean-minded and so
little given to think himself desirable in
the eyes of women that it never struck him

& In some combat 3 hounds or of m
denizens of the midnight
Rollo once and saw a flash of steel
and & hand upl w wtrike Without
walting to t b t whioh
was topmost and t ore to him,
and finding it unexpectedly light, he )
the th clear by the W
clutehed He h{! " m in his right
shoulder, which at the no
more than the hite of & squirrel or the sting
3:”:0:;.: With one heave =% :h-
uman or not or

moment determine, behind bim into the
blackneas of the hall

“Take hold there, somebody.® he cried.

for by this time he could hear

kiss in her life, the giver of it went about | of the f y stairs {
his military duties with a sense of having | Mnt of ks followers on the !
sald his prayers, or Mviﬁ.p-rfnrmnd nOme .,hm the stars or
action ralsing himeelf in own estimation.  gome one larger and heavier on the
“(iod bless her,” he said to himeelf. “1 will I round and moaned. As Rollo t over
be & better man for her sweet sake  And '. there came & rush of men
by heavens, if 1 had had such & sister, | | gnd the ,wuwu.gmumm‘
mlqu have been a better fellow long ere | giruighten himself up and draw his plstol
this! God bless her, | say! before he found himeelf attacked by half

But what wonder s it that lttle Concha, | o doren men

in her passionate Spanish fashion r-
standing but one way of love, ud“m‘
little interested in wrs, folt the tears
come to her eyes as his step waxed fainter
in the distanoe, and sald over and over to
herself with smiling pleasure. “He loves
me, he loves me' O, if only my mother
hd lived 1 might have been worthler of
him Then | would not have played with

L imen's hoarts for amusement to m{ﬂf. ",

alas, 1 have too often done.  God forgive
me, there was no harmn, indesd.  But - but
I am not worthy of hien | know [am not'™

S0 Rollo's hasty kiss on the dark baleony
was provocative of & healthy self-reproach
oti both sides, which, at least, was so much
to the ‘tunl

Concha peerad out into the darkness to-
ward the south, where a4 few stars wers
blinking sleepily through the ground mist
She could dimly disowrn the outline of the
town lyving piled beneath her, without a
light, without & sound, without a sign of life
From bevond the hills came a weird boom-
g as of & distant cannonade  But Concha,
the careloss maiden who had grown into &
woman in an hour, did not think of these
things
heart is touched to the core there is but one
subject worthy of thought  Wars, battles,
sioges, the dist ress of queens, the danger of

For 1o the Spanish girl whose

roval princesses all are nothing, because |

her lips have been Kissed

'Al‘ the same, she muttersd to herself,
“he ought not to have dons it and when 1
have a little recovered | will tell him so *

But at that moment, poised \er the top-
most spike of the great gate in front of her,
she saw the silhougtte of a man He was
upward with his hand on the cross-
har of the ralling and cautiously insinuating
& lug over the barrier. feeling meanwhile
gingerly for a foothold on the palace side

*He is come to do evil 1o to Rolle'™
she sald to hersalf, with a slight hesitation
even in thought when she came for the
firsg titne Lo the Chiristian name

But thers was no hesitation in the swift
assurance with which she set the rifle stock
to her shoulder, and no mistake as the keen
and practised eyve glanced along the barrel

She fired, and with a groan of pain the
man fell back outside the snclosture

The sound of Concha’s sho! was the first
tidings to the besieged that the gypsies
had really arrived  Rollo, stealing lightfoor
from post to post, pistol in iuuuf the ser-
rnn' erect behind the vine trellis on the
wloony  between the rearward doors,
Etienne and John Mortimer a lttle farther
along on the same side of the chateau,
all redoubled their vigilance at the sound
But for the space of an hour or more nothing
farther was seen or heard, north, south
east or west of the beleaguered palace of
LaGranja

The gypsies had not had the least idea
that thelr intention was known  They ex-
woted no obwtacles till the discharge of
‘oncha's piece put them on thelr guard
and set them concerting other and wore
sibtle modes of attack. Tt was too dark
for those in the chateau 1o see whether
the wounded man lay where he had fallen
or whether e had been removed by his
comrades

on the final steps of the corkescrew staircase,

Cout of the arms of El Sarria, and flur

| wergeant's shaokles did thelr work, and the

Rollo hastenad back to Concha and In- |
| floor but that Kl Sarria caught her in his |

quired in & low volce what It was «he had

fired at  Whersupon she told him the
story of the man climbing t rallings
and how she had staved his cou wo wudd

denly  Rollo made no remark, save that
she had done entirely right  Then he
Inquired if she had recharged her piece,
and hearing that she wanted nothing and
was ready for all emergencies, he departed
upon his rounds without the least leave
taking or approach at love makir In her
hwart Concla res ed him for this, but at
the same time could not help feeling
that a Spanfard wonld have been somewhat
warmer in his acknowledgments. It was

| *What i she doing here?

while he was pasdng from balcony to bal. |

cony on the second or defended story,
that his quick ear caught the sound of a
door opening and shutting on the floor be.

neath

“Ah.” thought Rollo to hmsaell sus-
piciously, “the Queen and her ;w-pln arm
safe in their chambers on this floor. No

person conneeted with the defence ought
to b down there This is  elther somne
treachery or the enemy have “AIM‘ ad
mission by some secret  passage

With Rolio slalr to think was to act
8o i another moment he had slipped off
his shoss, and treading noiselessly on his
stocking soles and with a naked sword in
las hand he made his way swiftiv and care-
fully down toward the place whenoe he
hael heard the nolse

Descending by the nd escalier, he
found himself In one of the narrow em
ridors  which  communicated  hy  private
stalroases with the left wing of the palaoe
Rollo stood still in the deepest shadow
He was sure that he conld hear persons
mu\dnﬁ near him_ and once he thought that
he could distinguish the sound of a muttered
word

The Egvptian darkness about him -
more and more iInstinet with noses re
was & scufMing rustie as of birds In a chim-
nev all over the basenwent of the house
A door creaked as 11 a siight wind had
blown it Then a lateh olicked, and the
wind, unaided, doss not click latches Rollo
withdrew bLimsell desper into a niche at
the foor of the narrow winding stair which
girdled a tower in the thick ness of the v ull

The voung man had almost Jesolved to
to surgimon Lis whole foroe from above, so
convl i was he that the enemy had
guned a footing within the tower, and
were t‘m'n!nf up to take them in the rear
when a sound altered )is intention. Thers
I+ nothing more unmistakable to the ear
than the relellious whimper of an angry

, enemy of whose apporoach we risked our

‘maotion

His plstol cracked and an assailant
tumbled on his fuce, while the flash in the |
an revealed that he had y an ally

he sergeant was beside him, by what
means did not then appear, for he oer -
tainly not come through the door, and at
this Rollo drew & long breath and applied
Limself 1o his sword play with renewed vigor
The assailants he soon found were mostly
armed with long knives, which, however,
had little chance against the lnnf aud
export Llades of the sergeant and Rollo

After proving on several occasions the
deadly quality of these last, they hroke
and ran this way and that, while from the
windows above, where the two royal ser
Valite were juosted, with Lat iiralda on guard
et ween them, a soattering fire broke out
which tumbled more than one of the fugl-
Lives upon the grass

With great and grave tenderness Rollo
and the sergeant carried that which lay on
the grass within  In a moment more
they had the door shut and bolted, when
from the rear of the hall came the voloe of
Fl Sarria

*For God's sake,” he cried, *bring « light, '
for 1 have that here which s in human form
vet bites and scratches and howls like a
wild beast 1 cannot hold 1t lon It
nothing iess than a devil lncarnate

- - . L . . -

Most strange and incomprehensible of all
that light revealed was the appearance of
the f'unl Fi Sarria, who, his hands and
face bleeding with soratehes, and seated

held in his arms, clear of the ground, the
bent and contorted form of a young girl

Presently Cardono desisted from his
examination of the body of the waiting |
woman He shook his head, murmurln‘_,
“Dead’ Dead' of a certalnty -:;mo dead "

And the ser nt was a good ) o
life and death .'ﬁr hadl soen much :#f:»th |

hen he came over to where El Sarria |
was still struggling .whwu\ﬂ{ with the
wild and maniacal creature, as If he could
not bring his rmv strength to bear upon
s oreature so lithe and quick. At the firat
glance he started back and‘turned his gaze
next on the roval group

For that which he now saw, distorted
with the impotence of ‘w-lun and mad- '
ness, was no other than%the little girl whom
b had met In the camp of the ‘wk— on
the side of Guadarrama- the ughter
of Munoz, the plan maker and head centre
of the whole attack

e sergeant stood & moment or two
fingering his chin. ax & man doss who con-
widers with himsel! whether It s worth
while shaving Then with his usual de-
liberation he undid a leathern MII" from
his walst and with great consideration but
eunl effectiveness he buckled the girl's
hands firmly behind her back  Then with
a neckerchief of wilk he procesded to do the
like ofioe with her feet

Just as he was tving the final knota,
the girl made one final and supreme affort
She actually sucoseded in twist her h.t;l'y
unos
But the

self headlong in the direction of
and the Queen, spitting like a cat

r--r tortured creature would have fallen on
wr face upon the cold flags of the stone

arms, angd. lifting her gently up, procesded |
1o convey her to another apartment whers
she might more safely be taken care of '

The Queen Regent was just able once |
more to stand upon her feet when Fl Sarria
wassed with his burden The eves of Munoz
ell upon the girl's pale, distorted features
He started back, and almost dropped the
Queen in his horror

* Whenoe came this she devil?®  he orled. |
Lot her be locked

ina dungeon.  Eugene will show you where |
sShe will cut all our throats else' |
*Has this child not the honor to be daugh- |
ter to his excollency the Duke of Rlanzares*”
Inquired the sergeant, grimly '
“She i= & maniac, | tell vou' 1 put her |
in a madhouse, and she has escaped’ She |
hath sworn my death'”  crisd Munoe, his |
supercilious calm for once quiteYroken up. |
And what is this that hath done®* |
he cried, holding up bis hands as his eves
feil on the body of the purse Susana  In
another moment, however he had partially
recoversd himself
*My beloved lady.” he sald, turning to
his wife, “this is cortainly no place for you
Let mo conduet you to your own chamber *
“Not without the added presence of one
one of my people, sir,” said Rollo, sternly
“this had not happened but for vour inten-
tion of seoretly « rting us. and leavi
us to hold the castle alone against the orue

lives to warmn you "

Moanwhila the Quesn Regent had been
casting her eves wilily and incompre.
hendingly around. Now she ‘i-ﬂhﬂt.' the
form of the girl in the arme of
Fi Sarria, now at the dead woman upon the
floor, but all without 1he isas' token that
she understood how the tragedy had come
o pass

But all suddenly she threw her arms
Into the air and nttersd a wik! servam

“Where is mv Isabe!  where s my daugh-
ter” She was In the arms of her nuree
Susana, who lies there lefore ns They |
have killed her also  This  devil-born
has killed her' Where shall T find her?
Mr darling the protected of the Virgin,
the futurs Queen of all the Spalps®”

But it waa s question no one conld answer
None had seern the little Tuabwlls sinee the
moment when she had passed forth through
the portal of the palace into the night,

, clasped iy the faithful arms of her nurse

ehild compelied 10 do sorthing ageinst |

s will
Rollo instantly comprehended the whole

ohain of circum<tances  The treachery
touched him more nearly than he had
imagined Those for wham he and his party

were {mperiliing their lives were o the act
to leave them to perish as best thev might
in the empty she | of e padaoe The royal
birds were on the po'nt of fiving

A door opensd. and through it (though
dimlyy Rollo conld see the groat wate
fall glimmering ana the stars above, chill
over the snowy shoulder of Penalara.  He
oould not make out wiao had opened e
door, but there was enough Ught 1o diseern
that a lady wrapped 1 a mantilla wen!
ot Arst Then followsd another, stouter

| and of shorter stature, apnarent (v carrving
' & burden

Then the whole doorway was
obsoured by the tall Agure of a nan
“Munoz himeell. by heaven'~
'(un-l

And with & lesap he wan after him, In
his headlang onirse dashing 1o the ground
some other unwen person who -~-:.rnw
him in the hall

In & momen: more he had caught the
tall man by the collar and swung hla e
petuously round back within the doorway

“Move one sole Wch and yow I~

thought

She had not oried  She had not returned
Apparently not a soul had thought of her
save only the woman w hose [ife had baen
laid down for her sake, as a little common
thing is =et on g shelf and forgtian

So. for this reason, ' he question of Maria
Cristina remained nnanswered  For, even
ax A star shoots athwart the midnight sky
of winter, so the little Queen of Spain had
passad and hoen lost in the darkness and
terror without

Tobe continned

One Way of Owning & Diamend
From the Philadeipha Times
A vroung man who works n & Chestnug
streat store bought & dimmond ring some
time ago He was to pay for (t on the in-
siallment plan, $13 & manth He made 'he
fAret payment and the dismond was delivered

o him At the end of the Arst month tne
wllector came arcand agair ' youne
Al was bhroke Finally Lo went to & paw:

broker. borrowed 815 on the ring and patd

' the collector In three woeks he g0t the ring
wal by paving 91850 Then, in another wees
the collector came aropnd agsin,  Unee maore

the Ting was Pawn Thet 1t betame » |
strogale for the young man to get the '1'\'1

| out in Ume to pawn it again, but he did

| was
(dontde nterest sod the pastibivhe @ custe -
- “

has

w heen four montie sineoe the diamond
urchased  The young maen » ;unn(j

dian of e ring.

| books
;fonl.n!othﬂh.mholfb‘l‘ndo

| don't light your pipe at the Bunsen try a

| explained

I moment I'm trving to levy my fee, and it

| gascar. but never mind that

' leok
. & diamondg®

P

that's why I
acquaintances
an-

Leipeic and
of course, doss not go for much —and he was
also & B. A of Cambridge (firt class Nat

post
derived a living during some

| slxteen preparatory years, was no criterion
| of his powors He was merely analyst in

& Lrewery Officlally, that may argue

| cortain niceties of maanipulation and an

elementary knowledge of organic work,
but no operations are required which are
not exhaustively remarked upon in the text-

Original research s entirely

For the style of work he drew good In-
come —few journeyman analysts could

‘boast & better—but the exoteric publio

Spanish claret, Camembert cheess, hrown

. bisoult, and plug tobacco entirely. bought

one Inferfor suit of black per annum,
which became many hued with bleach and
acid before the day of discarding, never
purchased letter press, amussment or new
hats, and yet wore his money down to the
breaking strain  The local bank manager
whie sending him uncivil letters about
overdrawing his account, used to wonder
whether Macdonald was supporting an
invalid mother in lusury elsewhere
Macdonald knew very few people out-
slde the brewery Myself and one other
man made up his list of callers  As the
other man pinned himself to travel 18,000

miles per annum, mostly on foot or on horse- |

back, he did not often turm up at Burton-
on-Trent; and also because of wander-
lJust my own visits rarely amounted to
the bMannual Neither Macdonald's resi.
dence nor his menage were attractive

. enough to draw more respectable visftors
He inhabited then a large rectangular |

barn, standing by itself in a fleld It had

L originally been a grain store, possessed

no chimney, and had windows only in the
roof. When necessary, Macdonald pro-
oured heat by exalting a brick over two
roaring Bunsen burners; light, by inducing
the said Bunsens to cast forth yellow, smoky
flamesa A canvas hammock slung across
one angle. and & blanket aleeping-sack,
saved the formality of bed-making. the
floor was a seat which never required
dragging into position.  Theee things. when
reported in Burton-on-Trent, were looked
upon as the adjuncta of & savage More-
over, thers was usually free chlorine in

| the air, which, with the other stinks of the

place. bit heavily into a stranger’s lung

Conmequently, Macdonald became a
pariah, and was left severely alone, which
was what he wanted He naturally earned
the reputation of being mad, which he was
not. and of being unclean, which was
otly true with modification. For instance,
he had & tank in his barn, and dived there
thrice datly

The other attributes which I hinted at
ax being his was & business talent which en-
abled him to bring off the biggest hlack-
mailing coup of the century.  So cunningly
had he kept this up his sleave that not even
1 and the other man knew anything about it.
He had exhibited himself up till then in all

| matters commercial as the most unmethod-
| feal creature imaginahle

As it chanced [ did not see him till after
the blackmailing scheme had been laid

before the Diamond Ring, and they were |
I Ing across the

beginning to show their distaste for ita
proposals in vielent form

P i
Sy ".’m‘a_"» .

D

et

mediately orumbled | was about
l\ml{ except that, in addition, | had a
bad blow-up, which cost me half & femoral
mu-d'l.n(‘ will make me lmp to my dying
day ftarward 1 found that there
womething else in natural diamonds
pure carbon; and working with that some-
thing eolse, and & mec contrivance
with elsctrical adjunots ”

0, ook hers,” 1 cut in, *that'll do
make me thed *

“Greek, stil] Greek to you?*

*Fuphatioally; so come to results.  You
say you know how to make diamonds «f
large size for half-nothing a oarat—dia-
nu.n.: wlﬁld. will decullwm.mdﬂuw
are all respects eq to the dug-up
animal?®

"Moakni mld nodded, and rubbed his hands
softly

“And now you're going
the market! Well, don’t floud it

ar

You

to put them on
o and

you've got the softest lhhl:: ANy one ran
ever owned since Noah the monopoly
for Hve stook "

“‘It's hfnlv {mprobable that | make
or sell a single orystal *

I turned and stared at him. Was the
man orary”
“There's a much better dodge than set-
ting up & diamond factory *
o paused again and laughed
*Speak, you scoundrel™ 1 shouted
*‘Don't keep me in the thumbscrews lLere

| that

| interest in, all the Lig mines in

| price tu

What's hetter?”

“Why, not doing it, and being paid for
wame. Don't you know that all the
diamond ple have clubbed  together
into the h(:‘p-v ring, or trust, or corner,
or whatever vou choose to call it, of any
oommercial fraternity in all the world
This ring either owne, or has a governing
Afriom
Brasil and India. and even the lesser ones
in Virginia and Borneo and those places,
and it regulates the output and brings the
what It exactly likes Do vou
think that ring would submit o having
another mine opened my mine  without

L trying very hard to have two fingers and «

"i!Jl

! them, ‘vou put that in

thuinh In t*
*Not much
the ring””
1 wrote to two Hatton Garden fellows
1 knew  Thev were merchants | used to
buy my diamonds from to experimentalize
with, and invited them to come down here
with an expert friend
brought a man with them who on paper,
at anv rate is one of the first chemisis of
the day | treated then to a short sclentific
lecture, stated some facts and showad them
| some specimens  Then before them 1 loaded
u&n siall gun-metal evlinder with various

1
.

And so you offersd to trade

n(‘ screwed on the top and sealed it

Now, Mr Levenstein,' said 1 to one of
our pocket and
take it away with vou f vou leave it as
it in the thing's safe as a paving stone  1f
You try to unscrew it 'lﬂf‘urv‘ a week's ot
you'll have an explosign which an Anarchist

| might be proud of and whatever slse hap-

pens to the Diamond Ring its subsequent
snuv«lluﬁ- won't intersst you any more
ut if at the end of the week you take out
the stopper, which you can do then as safely
as | put it in, vou'll find & coloriess liguid
and rather a good diamond 'l make you
a present of the lot to do what vou like
with '
“They went awa
mlul‘ﬂfmw
U ) n,
about «180- and lh‘l‘?'hl'_\' sent 1t 1o
sterdam to get it out into & brilliant

then, and I heard at
thev'd found the dia-
guess, worth
Am-

They came and |

himmell whiist he attended to our phirsical

% after that explosion
process of Llossoming out
man of means was one I dil niot e

the French were golug up o Tin
Just then, and [ wanted t g wit

-

to .T :vl'mlhﬂ the place really oy
] Or whether it was onlv o magnifs
T
ntensely interestin ~ wIH
e e
and again, Macdonald ha '
that diamonds nothing | down 1o the new order t. '),x’n»v‘ '
but pure oarbon 1 did lae that That tank, the only .,.“:,,,.
though 1 didn't -ﬁ.nllt about It | of his working davs, was a fore '
man - Mr nay, of O W what is the man's abiding pla
also did the same thing, and bilshad | he has come into enormous we »
his results in 18%0 HO..S & mixt the flank of his more stable res |
uwre of r‘l’lﬂn wplrit bone oll din- | hus built him a hugh house of g o
tilate with Nthium in & strong fron tube  filled it with palis and Lanana
to the P'“‘“'l"':j heat of a reverbertory ' neitos and other tropleal foln
furnsce He fu‘ specimens of dlamantold ' wnd ferns.  There is no metho. o
oarbon, but they wers amall in slse, and in their placing, nor are here
when placed on the polishing whoel im walks about the place  Some of .
| s soft short Rrass, the rewt wate :
In deep narrow channels noand }
the islets of foliage The 1 x
wlia W the 80y y
ors Conrad Macdonald
that nature gave hirn, basks o :

[and dives for six Lowurs of the gy {
meditates over an sirship g i
principles.  He studies .f,‘ g
and butterflies and insecis, o«
and flutter in the warm wir w
but till now he has made no ora . ',
to put his observations ot shaje |
1 think he will make that airsh;

f vou don't know Macdonali a

not believe this tale, go round H :
Garden, and ask any dwmond oo N
t " Jp' or Gentlle, how ma ! .
toward Conrad Macdonald's pe« °
may wax eloguent, but the odis v 1

refrains from giving a civil repls
A PAINFUL TALF OF (RABs

Explanation by a Broker of & Refusal of
an Invitation te Drink

This broker I« not above teling & ¢ 4

story on himself. When he o 4 -

invitation shortly after 8 ' cloes .
noon last week to join half a doses .
for a cocktail or 'wo their s “ wag
followed by  suspicion

“No." sald Mr  Broker *Never 24ln

or rather not until St 157

“Something must Lave jolted 1
' to knook you into the joe wagon ot ®
of the year,” said Mr Roekaway
“In view of the faet that | o 1
my wife pnot W take evena Litia
until after Sept 15, " said Mr e

penalty of her telling *he stor ' 1
don’t see that | oan give you any e

won
|  “Never heard anvthing like () T |
Mr  Hempstead. *You never ool
ex0ess and the idea of vou swearing %
for a limited time = abwurd ©

“1t i~ really & very good story,” saul M
Broker hesitatingly
Fred promised to mix & new (| r
us tlas afterncon.” sald Rookawa
! gestingly
;" The only reason that 1 have bes
said Mr  Broker “was l

r ranes ™
varved my wite would tedl
e arkd make me ridiculoas 10 e
| over me Like a bad drowm Now
vou the story it will kill the penalt !
may take a drink °
“That sounds fair, " said Rockaway
*Well then, it was this way.” sa e
Broker  “The summer oolony long
Island whers we have misfore
be located this vear contains an unu
number of cranks  They ohjeot o
low's geing into a saloon 1 selin
into a saloon anyway, and knowig
, strength of ]-ul»ln’r forling dow
never went near a saloon until A weex
L)
“1 had to go downtown in the ever g
and as | passed the only mided sl
the place it occurred to me suddends o 1
wanted a drink | wanted ¢t very m
1 looked behind me There was no o
wight The coast was clear ahead ar
dodged in, feeling like a culprt Alter
first drink 1 thought | ough! to take
other to pay for the risk | ran iu conung
The second made me bold and 1 was about
to walk out when | oaught sight of the
wmrson coming down the street 1 dodged
ok again and 1o allay the hartender's

this story

the

“Well, that speciinen gem took its facets
all right, and then 1 didn't hear anything
more from the Diamond Ring directly for
some time  They communioated indirectly
First a pyramid of beer harrels took the
opportunity of collapsing as 1 was crossing
the brewery vard | esoaped by the skin
of my teethand thought it was an accident
Then thers was a gas explosion in my labora
tory, and the place was wrecked body and
walls By the greatest miracke on earth
1'd just gone outside, and the only vietim

was & strange man, who was blown to ra

That made me suspicious, and  when walk
s here to-night a man
came for e with a koife I'd this revolver
ready in my pocket and shoved him off with

He answered my kick on the door panel | ., ..

with
voloe, and let me In

1 drew, to my surprise, an easy breath,
and commented with point upon the un-
wonted clearness of the atmosphers  He
asked if 1 had a pistol

“No." 1 sald, “never carry one  Alwave
too mueh afraid of shooting mywalf  And
what the deuce do you want a pistol for,

| Ho was only & pald tool earning his dirty
| pav. aud besades, | didn’t want

anyway?* ,

*“I have one for mwself, but 1 thought
you might find it convenlent to he armed
also ‘hesled ' don't vou eall it In your
slang®”

“But why? What bee have you got In
vour bonnet now?® Why ever should you,
of all people, take to mansiaughter®®

“Because my good Mcllinnie, as you
remarked for wourself, the atmosphers
of this place has changed  The day of avil
amells ia past, thank goodness' There's
been no free chlorine on the roam round
this barn for three mortal months Here

spill *

He tore a leaf from a valuable German
work on crvstallograph and twisted it
up. 1 stared at him wi*h a puckerad head
He flung the book with a crash at & rack of |
test tubes, and laughed

“I'm not mad, or anywhers near 1t.° ha
*Rut I've done with original
research in chemistry and chemical physics
formver and ever Amen At the present

s not an eaxy jobh  There's a strong proh.
ahility the | shan't earn mores than a coffin
and & coroner s inquest By the way,
where have vou been these last eight
montha®”

“Collecting birds and aye-aves in Mada- |
Try s toll !
me sanely and concisely what you've heen
at recently It tan’t the marrying tack
I suppose’*

*Not much  Look, it's this
something from his coat pooket, pulied
out my watch, and scratohed on the glass |
the word Feoi in large, straggling angular
letters

“The deurs wvou did'™ 1 sald.
Shade of Solomon' Thie

‘It e
can’'t be

“Yon oan't prove it to be anvthing elee *
“An expert could, perhaps
A expert couldn’t for  one  reason

" happens 1o be & diamond s gemn like
tiyse of the mine and the -hu'u MoH e,
neither more nor less  That's a rhombie
aodeoahedron, morphologically and chem).
onlly the same asa dlamongd from Kim-
heriey or Brazil  Not counting veperimental
labor, the actual manufacture of that
crystal oot me 49 On the market, as
your sea 11 now, the stone is worth fully
£ "

“And this s what you've Leen pegeing |
ot Al these veurs-~

“I's what | have had in my mind all
my Wie 1t's what I've worked for ever
siney 1 could read or reason It's b, mv
one idea for making a fortune, Just as other
men try for their milbons in coal or cottan
Im there now, assets rady o realiee
but 1 tell vou, old man, the apprentiosship
hase by had to even rememler |
detail  The original outft before even |
touched work was enormous  cletnist ey,
mineralogy and the whaole of physios,
orystallography . geology, mechanios.  all
1o the uttnost verge that any man had ever |
workea bhefore hey ook U Years
feroctous mbor . and simost all my oapital
The balance of wooey weni bvrh,l

> - . o -

Tim

a sharp “Qui vive?" recognised my ‘

|t s 1t ou!

| den

* He took | .

| Pve gt

of | for v

“SLhoot him®**
*No, what was

the use, poor rogue?

Lt get 1y

self Into & row with the police.  Nioe snug
place to spend the evening in, this, McHiu
ube, an't N7 Don't oy ik vou'd better

& and sleep at the Lotel, like o sane ( Lirin-
Uan®”

)

“1| do, most distinetly and 'l go if you'll
come with me "

“No, | want, thanks
for one thing Al

Lack on the hotel
hesides, I'm going
bere I'm not going to el
those seoundrels think  they've woared
me Of they deny all knowleige
of thewe outrages, and it would be
possitie to fatler them on Hatton Gar
Indeed. Levenstein has at this mo
ment & Lbel suit pending against me for |
an open etter | wrote to him on the suh- |
Ject But there's not the smallest doulst
that that's wha! thev're after *

‘But, my good fool, they've occeans of
monev, and if they go on long enough,
they 're bound 1o Lag you at last *

*My dear McHinnie, they won't go on
Thev'll get my ultimatum to-morrow
morning  That poiuts out that the work-
ing detalls of my invenuon are written
upon paper, and bestowed in safe-keeping
sisewhere  In the event of my death,
that pithy MN will be forwarded to Printing
House Square, and form a column of very
interesting reading in the 7pnes pews.
paper next morning  To every one above
the frtdﬂ of comtermonger, that disclosure
would he the sensation of the century ”

*Quite so. What figure do
for Jeaving things as they were

OO

,_0\‘ ohar gw

| “The parson had stopped 1o talk o

| $100m by my system of playin
|
'v‘l-

suspicions 1 ordered a third drink
one
| of his wardens almost in front of the sa-
loon. 1 loafed arcund a few minutes and
took another drink There 18 no use in
! going into details, but it seemed to me that
| there was & procession of people passig
| that saloon unti] midmght | was caugit
there and 1 made the best of it A il e
aged man of family could not afford ey 8
wory coming out of such a place and |
staved

“By 10 o'clock T was calling the tar.
tender Billy and at 11 1 told him the » v
of my hfe Wa both wept over it in <«

At 112 1 had ran $100 margin of lis o
the
Y ou can imagine how much |1
the olbow 1o get to that state  Ar
night we sang college songs and ‘Go v
My Lover, Good-by *

It was somewhat after 1 o'clock o
Rilly and [ walked to my house. W
et 4 neighbor and T congratulat
of us many times It took me some
g0 upstairs because T did not
arouse Mrs Broker and the servants
osity  Mrs Broker was awake wher
tered the bedroom and carelessiyv 1 wel
my shoes on the floor | explans {
bad been forced to stay with Mo |

wa )

L after 1 o'clock

Very considerate of you, I am <o
aaid my wife, just ke that
I knew vou woukd
sad |
“Then | sat down and wondere 1
felt s uncomfortable At the e ¢ ten
minutes it ocourred to me that | i

apprecing

| some oe water

““There is no lce water upstair
my wife, ‘but you know where t
refrigerator (o down and ge «

*Onr ledroom is on the thied
that we may have the ocear
spent a long time on that 1y
seemend 10 me that 1 fell over
in the house before | reaciod

floor My mood beeane w0 |
thought of ghost stories an e !
was not a bt gas At Inst | % v

o the we box, opensd the

my Land in to grope for the o
“Something oobkd gra’ ted no 1

ot kwme a shrek and put my

in This ol was  setond o

tighitened and 1 think ! muost \

mi'd artael [ hesteruw |

A pension of £200000 & vear so long as
1 keep the recipe to mwvself  To.morrow |
morning they'll know of this, and the con-
ditions, and thev'll be bound to acoept |
To-night they don't know, and wo assass
nathon sl strikes tham as sound business
But, as | mav, to-moirow there'll e a meet - ‘
ing of the available ohiefs of the ring, and '
thev'il snap up my terms U'ni dirt chean
at the price; they'll have 'o screw that |
A0 N per annum ot of the diamor 4 I
buying public for a good many vears to
e et You see, they woukdn't out short
the persion by slaving me, because, ipwo
fato, they would snasl their own trnde

by dofng 1t As & very necessary  life
tsurance, | vaturally stk to the g

leation olause in the pewspage "ul
day «f my death Sa, T faney MeHianwe

that Diamond Ring a= vy on |

tons! B over vel hlack ol

A crash and a bLlinding expiosion mA
short Macdonaid's senteoe | he fn"n\r |
wall of the 'wlu-'- swept hodily toward

us i s whitlwind of smoke and fames, amt |
as the Llmst smote me on *he head, life
Appearsd 1o tear ftselfl away with a jolt
and a jork

It was by a very marvel of marvels that
in that moment we were not tranamited ! ‘
the clay whereof our corporeal baslios wore

| formed Nothing but the tank had saved ;
us Mut the advancing breath of Liw ex
plosaon had driven us over the lrink . and
the water had acted as & cushion against |
the shock. 8o violent had been the (vowem
of the bomb thrown against it that of the

butiding nothing remadned but a soa’ tervd
mound of dusty rubitie {
By itx agvnte the Diamomd Hin bl
Ifted s hand agnis! Conrnd \hnfwmhl
with lust toJay., and by its agents the same
Ooctore drew hs unoonsotous form oand
mite Ao owt of the chully Lamven of that
water tank By a curious irony M Leven
Sein was the hhl permon ‘-vn‘ U A
stanee. He had just arrivesd i Burton
by speedal train o say that the demnand
A20.0 annuity was agresd 1o |
have never s an lersedite s oflusively

8 BB 3 R X o

erind and 'svgbhed I wax
When some one lHghted the

coarroanding me my  wife

and 'wo of the mails ]
v OrW o clear my «igli1 |
usly Into the
were nprsoned Myn |

it and therw danghng i ' \

¢=

e st wb

I noserable halt frogen ol

Probahly it was finnv, bt
laughter that greeted v
wos all right for sy wifer
1 ppprove of the serva s
oty g
LT things as ormis LB 4
ar nd onrwlosaly My
a shock froom v
cover gquickly
The next
that 1 dud not g

SO So1 Vit

o

wiivesd

morning 1
toowy —_— .

| wife langhes! very oo ‘

I did not like o ko
the ~tory | would rew
I told her tha
I would net drnk wg
when we were Laos .
it now, however
sour 1o I--‘u. with ard ¢ .
Ittle later

Tea amw) € offee

England and Husana
tea-drinking count
partiality of the Rus
by the fact 1hat o
of coffess In that ™
four veurs ag: fassid
tripled during that perosl o
France are the chiof Toe .
tries of Burope, &
in which, usually te
Iar beverage 10 the
the urbmn districts oo roa
larity of the latter has e .
versely the lmportation -
Unitedd Staton

Tea drinking in the | ‘
onrtalnly it on the i rvase
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